). hCG concentrations on the y.axis was determined by the quantitative AlA k The specimens are plotted as positive (pos) or negative (neg), based on the results obtained with each of the nonquantitative assays indicated (x-axis) Given a situation where a number of kits perform equally well, it is certain that the cost of performing the assay will be a deciding factor.
These guidelines were applied to the evaluation of several nonquantitative (qualitative) assay kits for serum hCG. Each assay selected for evaluation has a claimed sensitivity below 100 mt. units/L, corresponding to three weeks after conception (6). Assays that can detect low concentrations of hCG are required for the detection of early and (or) ectopic pregnancy (6). Although reports on the evaluation of some kits using serum (7-10) or urine (7, 9, 11) specimens have of other assays with RIA in these cases suggests that in these specific instances the serum hCG was not accurately measured. Based on the overall performance of the assays evaluated we have selected the Icon system for use in routine pregnancy screening at our hospital.
We are grateful to all the manufacturers named in this study for their gracious donation of the materials used in this project.
